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Why Inflows to Apalachicola 
Bay Matter

Â The Apalachicola River has the 
largest water flow volume in 
Florida, is the fifth largest entering 
into the Gulf of Mexico, and is the 
21st largest in the U.S.

Â The basin has the highest species 
diversity of reptiles and amphibians 
in the U.S. and Canada, with more 
than 40 species of amphibians and 
80 species of reptiles.

Â Apalachicola Bay supports one of 
the most productive fisheries in the 
U.S., accounting for 10% of the 
nation's oysters and 90% of 
Florida's oysters.

Â Apalachicola Bay is recognized by 
UNESCO as an International 
Biosphere Reserve

Â Over 85% of the Apalachicola 
River's flow is water released from 
behind Jim Woodruff Dam. 
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Floridaôs ACF Concerns

Â Coastal Zone Management Act  consistency

Â Maintaining environmental quality of 
Apalachicola River & Bay

ïOysters

ïOutstanding Florida Water

Â Supporting endangered species

ïGulf sturgeon (threatened)

ïFat threeridge mussel (endangered)

ïPurple bankclimber mussel (threatened)

ïChipola slabshell mussel (threatened)



Managing Inflows = Managing 
the Army Corps = Litigation

Â Dams authorized in 1946
Â Five dams total -- 4 on 

Chattahoochee and one on 
Apalachicola

Â Four dams provide for water 
storage (& have hydroelectric 
facilities):
ïBuford Dam: 62% of Corpsô storage 

capacity in the system
ïWest Point: 18%
ïWalter F. George: 14%
ïWoodruff: 6%

Â Andrews Dam is operated for 
navigation



A Short History of the Compact 
Phase


