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Texas Surface Water Resources
15 major river basins

191,000 miles of rivers and streams 

7 major estuaries 

6 million acres of 

bottomland hardwoods 

and forested wetlands

~ 200 springs
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SENATE BILL 3

FRESHWATER INFLOWS 2010 AND BEYOND

S.B. No. 3

AN ACT

relating to the development, 

management, and 

preservation of the water 

resources of the state; 

providing penalties.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 

LEGISLATURE OF THE 

STATE OF TEXAS:

ARTICLE 1. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FLOWS

HOW MUCH FLOW DO WE NEED?

WHERE SHOULD THAT WATER

COME FROM?

WHAT DO WE DO IF WE ARE WRONG 

ABOUT HOW MUCH IS NEEDED?

CREATES PROCESS TO HELP 

ANSWER KEY QUESTIONS:



Environmental Flows Allocation Process Overview

Public 
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Expert Science Team Charge

ñbasin and bay expert science team shall 

develop environmental flow analyses and a 

recommended environmental flow regime for 

the river and bay system é through a 

collaborative process designed to achieve 

consensusò

ñmust consider all reasonably available 

science, without regard to the need for the 

water for other uses, and é the 

recommendations must be based solely on 

the best science available.ò

Texas Water Code § 11.02362 (m)
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Expert Science Team Charge

ñEnvironmental flow regimeò means a 

schedule of flow quantities that reflects 

seasonal and yearly fluctuations that 

typically would vary geographically, by 

specific location in a watershed, and that are 

shown to be adequate to support a sound 

ecological environment and to maintain the 

productivity, extent, and persistence of key 

habitats in and along the affected water 

bodies.ò

Texas Water Code § 11.002 (16)
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Best Science Available:
Legislatively mandated

studies to determine

ñbeneficial inflowsò

necessary to conserve

health and productivity

of Texas major estuaries

have been completed. 

Some are being updated.
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Sabine

9.5*

Galveston

5.2

Matagorda

2.0

San Antonio

1.15

Aransas

0.82

Nueces

0.14

Laguna Madre

0.25
* Millions of Acre Feet Per Year
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