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Water Resources
Management in Florida




Management of water resources in Florida is handled by the Department of Environme
Protection and five regional water management districts.
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Water Issues in Florida?
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and economic development of water resources while protecting
natural systems.

Provide sufficient water for al Provide sufficient
existing and future water for natural
reasonablebeneficial uses systems
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Sustainable Use and
Protection of Water
Resources




Florida has met the bulk of its water needs by using water from a vast
aquifer T the Floridan. In many areas, however, groundwater use is near
I ts sustainable |IiIimits. Groundwater a

water if aquatic ecosystems are to be protected.

A Thomas Friedman has said the world is
Hot, Flat, and Crowded. It is also thirsty!

A Even in Florida where rainfall and groundwater are
plentiful - Why?
I Evapotranspiratioms high
I Requirements of natural and manade systems are high

A Florida law requires protection of natural systems

A The result Groundwater cannot be used to meet
growing needs for water. Conservation and alternative
sources required.




Water Supplies in the St
ohns River Water
Management Distric




District Water Supply Plan
Groundwater insufficient for
sustainable use

1. Population nearly 5.9
million by 2025, a 67%
increase from 1995 (3.5
million).

2. Public supply will increase
from 453 mgd to 836 mgd.

3. High potential for
unacceptable, unmanageable
harm to groundwater quality,
wetlands, lakes, and springs if
all this increase need met with
groundwater.



