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Healthy Estuaries Provide

Biodiversity
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Commercial and 
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Support resilient ecosystems through
Watershed protection

Habitat conservation

Control of invasives

Protection of environmental flows 

Resilient ecosystems provide services
Carbon sequestration

Assimilation of waste

Flood mitigation



Existing Signs of Decline

Endangered Species

Hypoxic Zones

Harmful Algal Blooms

Fish Kills

Invasive Species

Habitat Fragmentation

Loss of Coastal 

Wetlands

Species Declines

Freshwater inflows
Wetlands Loss:

~1,600 Acres / Year
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South Africa

�‡ 1998 National law 
established water 
reserves

�‡ �³�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�\�����D�Q�G��
reliability to maintain 
ecological functions so 
that human use does 
not compromise long 
term sustainability of 
aquatic and associated 
�H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�V�´
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